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Idle No More 8 A Canadian political movement encompassing environmental 91 (46.43%)
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Our privilege of accessibility to the web has made many of us reliant on concerns and the rights of indigenous communities
online sources as our primary source of information. As convenient as it may Western Canadian Arts 6 Born digital resources created by filmmakers in Western Canada 14 (13.87%)
be to post information online, it is just as easy to lose our digital footprint, Fort McMurray Wildfire 2016 5 Websites related to the Fort McMurray Wildfire of 2016 13 (25%)
whether for accidental or for purposeful reasons. During Stephen Harper's Table 1: Web archive collections and their link rot percentages
tenure as Prime Minister of Canada, many Canadian websites, such as Collection Name No. of Archive-It Captures (mostly UofA)  No. of Internet Archive Captures Total No. of Captures
Aboriginal Canada, were taken down (Kingston, 2015). More recently, Idle No More 7005 (32.3%) 14049 (64.8%) 21664
University of Alberta librarians rushed to preserve online studies on health, Western Canadian Arts 289 (8.6%) 2930 (87.7%) 3342
climate change policy, and poverty reduction after the United Conservative Fort McMurray Wildfire 2016 4693 (34.3%) 3706 (63.7%) 13677
Party won the Alberta elections (Derworiz, 2019). Evidently, our digital Table 2: Web archive collections and their preservation status

heritage is not only vulnerable to technological issues, but also to the people

N power.
The practice of capturing websites using web archives to preserve them as Methodology RESUltS

Jeg.al, h|.s£tor:CcAa||,bort|nfcarmaho:al rfe;i)brdstha;)bzegn 'S ?ﬂce(: s:.c:e 2ItOOA9 fc;.r the We created a Python program that checked to see Although 13% - 469 of the websites from the Western Canadian heritage collections
) NIVETSILY 0 gr ° ( m.\/er5|.y 0 er 9 .)' sing Archive-It (Archive- it a specific URL is still available by checking its HTTP disappeared from the live web, these percentages are lower than Koehler's (2002) 67%
It, 2014), the university libraries classitied websites as relevant to Western . " e . . . .
canadian history if tod with the th Etheir 10 collect status code. We categorized "lost” websites as those percentage disappearance rate. Furthermore, it is promising to see the thousands of captures by
Tﬁnathlan 'S,’ OP/C; eytreso(n:a - de t? emtes (t) e'{ | ;(Ijb ec:t |ohn.s.t that returned an HTTP status code other than 200. the University of Alberta and the Internet Archive (unfortunately, we found that the Library and

Z - emzs m(.: ij = WESLEMT Lafd '?n ?Jr ’ mpor anfi;]/en s”m " crte | > orty, Table 1 lists some of the collections and their link rot Archives of Canada did not preserve any of the websites from the three collections). For instance,
ANt Lariadian in '96“0,“5_ mOYeme” > | >INg some LT Lhe Lofied 'OHS, elevan percentages. Furthermore, we deployed MemGator to the Idle No More collection, comprised of 196 websites, was found to have 21,664 captures
to Western Canadian digital history, this study addresses the following - . . | . o .

| determine if copies of the websites were also present amounting to about 110 captures per website (we have not individually looked into how many
research questions: . . . L . .
in web archives around the world. MemGator is able captures there are per website; this percentage is merely an estimate).

| N | | to search the web archives of many institutions and
1.0f the websites classified as being relevant to Western Canadian cultural . . . . .
return a list of archived copies of a website, the time

. - i ?
heritage, how many of them have disappeared from the live web? and date they were captured, and the institution that

2. Hpvv ex.tenswely gre these websites p.rese.rved/archwed by institutions captured them (Alam & Nelson, 2016). Table 2 lists o f
(including the University of Alberta Libraries)? o ererences
the number of captures held by institutions explored

by MemGator. Alam, S. & Nelson, M. (2016). MemGator - A portable concurrent memento aggregator: Cross-Platform CLI and server Binaries in
go. In Proceedings of the 16th ACM/IEEE-CS on Joint Conference on Digital Libraries, JCDL 2016 (pp. 243-244). New York,
NY, USA: Association for Computing Machinery. doi: 10.1145/2910896.2925452
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maintaining their role as stewards of government information. Canadian heritage.
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